
“David Swanson is an antidote to the toxins of complacency and evasion. He insists on 
rousing the sleepwalkers, confronting the deadly prevaricators and shining a bright light 
on possibilities for a truly better world.” Norman Solomon, author of War Made Easy: 
How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death

“This book is every American’s best defense against the greatest danger we face as 
human beings: the threat of war. Swanson reveals how American leaders (from both 
major political parties) have confused the public to create the illusion of consent for 
endless destruction and slaughter. Behind the fear-mongering, fl ag-waving and lies of 
George W. Bush and the blandishments of Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama lies the 
ugly reality that our leaders have been seduced by political ambition, delusions of military 
superiority, and the promise of secrecy and impunity to commit otherwise unthinkable 
crimes.” Nicolas J. S. Davies, author of Blood On Our Hands: The American Invasion 
and Destruction of Iraq

“While Americans elect leaders whom they trust are honest, truthful and really care about 
the kids they send to kill for our country, War Is A Lie reveals decade after decade the 
sordid side of our history — that our elected offi cials lie us into war with stunning and em-
barrassing regularity and are little concerned about the harm to innocent civilians, much 
less to members of our own military.” Colonel (ret.) Ann Wright, co-author of Dissent: 
Voices of Conscience

“David Swanson is a fearless and tireless advocate of peace and works ceaselessly to 
unmask the mechanisms that keep us perennially at war.” Russ Baker, author of Family 
of Secrets: The Bush Dynasty, America’s Invisible Government, and the Hidden 
History of the Last Fifty Years

WAR IS A LIE is a thorough refutation of every major argument used to justify wars, 
drawing on evidence from numerous past wars, with a focus on those wars that have 
been most widely defended as just and good.  This is a handbook of sorts, a manual to 
be used in debunking future lies before future wars have a chance to begin. For more 
information visit WarIsALie.org.

DAVID SWANSON is also the author of Daybreak: Undoing the Imperial Presidency 
and Forming a More Perfect Union. Swanson holds a master’s degree in philosophy 
from the University of Virginia. He is cofounder of WarIsACrime.org (formerly AfterDown-
ingStreet.org). Swanson was instrumental in exposing the Downing Street Minutes and 
other evidence of Iraq war lies.  He served as press secretary for Dennis Kucinich’s 
2004 presidential campaign.

“The world needs more true advocates of democracy like David Swanson.” Thom Hart-
mann, nationally syndicated radio host and author of The Last Hours of Ancient Sunlight
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